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'READING “THE U.2 AFFAIR °
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A few words of warning are hers

with presegted for those who are |
reading *The U-2 Affair' as jt ap- |

pedars serially in this newspaper
“he warning also’ holds for fiinen
“ho may he reading the book which
“as published a month or so agn
and written by David Wise and
Thomas B. Ross, both of whom are
reputable newspaper reporters.

This is not a story of a fabulous.. |-

ly successful spy airplane, but rath.
er an account of the U-2 failure in
what may have been ils last sp-
nmission over Russia. Thus the bonk
details the Francis Gary DPowers

'rip over Russia, the crash of the i

arplane, the confusion in Washin
‘on. the break-up of the 1860 sum
mie conference in Paris, the trial
o rowers by the Russians for cs

pionage, and finally the trade which |

hrovght Powers back to the United
slates in exchange for Rudolph
Abel. the Rusdian spy who had
beci operating much less dramat-
ivally within the United States.

Ry concentrating the story on the
#bove-mentioned details; the auth.
a8 do a (isservice to the U-2. (s
sponsors, and particularly the Cen-
tr«i Intelligence Agency. No ane

. will or can ever tell the story of the
U-2 successes. Unfortunately, “'Ihc -

U-2 Affair” represents about all that : - It is interesting that never oncs dig’ N O

ever will be written on the sunjcct.

Since the motif is failure, therr i3 -
very little opportunity to work n
details of success. Thers would

never have been a hook If the spv
plane hadn't cracked up over Rus-
sia. Nowhere In the book is there
a lising of the successful fligh!s

although by the time Powers mae :
his-last trip in May of 1960, (e

flights were called milk runs b
cause they had become se routine.

Regardless of what the authors

of “The U2 Affair” say about {he
breaking up of the Paris conference

of the Big Four after the Powers:
crash and Khrushchev's description’
the fact

of the espionage mise.on
remaing that for a period -of vears

Bias o =Y

1 Camp David with President

military cffert. Furfhermore, there §
had been flights, many of them byr_'
the RB-46's, un airplane of consids -
erably less capabllities. This secontl“{t;
~ alrplane never was able to go very &
a1 over Russia for lack of proper. s
. range, However, the Russiahs knew -
« for a long time what the RB-46“§{'
were doing, and there had been :
- suceessful retaliation, ificluding the¥:
captuve ol some of the fliers, The -
. flighits of the RB-48's never inter- . |
“fered with summit conferences, .
So 1ot no one think for a moment ’
that over-flights  ~re something “ .
tha! had anly been « scovered when :
Poawers came crashing down. Sure,:-
Khrushchev broke up the Paris con. [
lerence over the U-2 flight. He ac. |-
knowledged, however, that he knew |
. about the U-2 back in September of i
the year before, but decided not to .
bring the subject up when he was at -

* .

prior there had been conferences. "

" even as the aivplane was gathering

photographic. ¢vi

Eisen. .
{ hower, He merely decided In’ May ;
£ of 1960 to pull the plug on the sum-+
?mit meeting, and the U-2 was the v
gmost dramatic reason: o . . :
" Admittedly, theré was fumbling } . '
on the part of Washington. in &c- ;
knowledging that the over-fli'ghtll_'h*
were taking piace. Spying when f ‘.;,
discovered never is susceptible to| |
the proper kind of an explanation, { .

anybody \'from  Russia, including .-
Krhushqkkey- himself, acknowledge }
the exkstaace ot Rudolph Abel, who | , : : ‘ .
presuniabiy did a pretty adequate S . S B o
iob of spyicg in America. At least, | T e
1L was a jn) that was of such im: R
portance Lhat when there came an 1" '
" pportunity ‘o get their man back
aome, they decided that he was of ]
areater valog in Russia than he was r !
i the Atlan's; penitentiary,

“The i-2 Lffair” ig an interesting
and intriguipg series of articles ?
from a worthivhile book. The fore. L
going is projented in the interest |
of giving thfi readers a chance to
balance therdyalves. -
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